
About the site

The Entech House site is located off London Road to the north of Woolmer Green Village. To the south it is bordered by existing residential 
properties and the railway line lies to the west. 

It is currently comprised of industrial buildings and one residential property.

It has been made available by its current owners for residential and commercial development. 

About our development
www.taylorwimpey.co.uk/entechhouse

Welcome.
Thank you for coming today

Development Boundary

Thank you for taking the time to 
attend our public exhibition at which 
proposals for the redevelopment of 
the Entech House site are on display. 

Taylor Wimpey secured an interest in the  
site last year and, working with the landowners,  
is bringing forward proposals for a mixed  
use scheme including retail, office space  
and new homes. 

We would like to hear your views on our 
proposals: please take your time to review  
the material on display and fill in one of our 
feedback forms before you leave.

Members of the project team are on hand  
and will be happy to answer any questions 
you have.



Key Facts

72 new homes, including 27 one and two bedroom apartments in 
addition to 45 three and four bedroom houses.

Design influenced by 19th century houses and cottages which  
exist within Woolmer Green.

The commercial element includes providing approximately 500 sq m 
of retail and 600 sq  m of office space.

A sustainable development which respects the visual character  
of the local area.

Building heights are a mixture of 2 and 2½ storeys. 
Quality landscaping throughout, with particular emphasis on  
the northern boundary

It is proposed that the development be designed in a traditional 
vernacular style influenced by the examples of mid to late 19th century 
houses and cottages which exist within Woolmer Green. 

There is likely to be a predominance of redbrick with slate and tile 
roofs and a mixture of sash and casement windows. However, as 
the design develops variety may be introduced with the possibility of 
rendered, painted or timber clad facades.

Additionally included in the development will be the provision of over 
1000 sq m of retail and office space.

About our 
proposals

About our Proposals
www.taylorwimpey.co.uk/entechhouse

Our proposed scheme seeks to create a high quality, 
sustainable development that can fulfil the local 
need for affordable and private market housing while 
respecting the character of the surrounding area. 

London Road elevation

London Road frontage



Policy Context
www.taylorwimpey.co.uk/entechhouse

Policy context
Many of you will be aware that Welwyn Hatfield 
Borough Council has been consulting on its draft  
Local Plan, which allocates sites for development  
in the borough up until 2031. 

In the draft Local Plan the Council has allocated an alternative green belt  
site in Woolmer Green for 150 new homes and allocated Entech House  
for employment uses. 

One of the core principles of The National Planning Policy Framework  
(NPPF) is to “encourage the effective use of land by reusing land that  
has been previously developed (brownfield land)”.

Another is to “promote mixed use developments, and encourage multiple 
benefits from the use of land in urban and rural areas”.

This site provides a real opportunity to deliver a mixed use scheme, on a 
brownfield site, meeting housing need in Woolmer Green and creating jobs 
by providing the village with a number of shops and offices. 



Our proposed 
layout

Development proposal
www.taylorwimpey.co.uk/entechhouse

We have developed an approach to the site that  
takes into consideration national planning policy  
and local need. 

The below layout provides 72 new homes, a mixture of 
open market and affordable. 

Alongside new homes we are also proposing to provide approximately  
500 sq m of retail and 600 sq m of office space. This will provide the village with 
a much needed local store and not only retain but increase employment on site.  

The form of residential development is perimeter block, providing good definition 
and high levels of surveillance and security to streetscape and public realm 
space. Allocated car parking is on plot and is generally located behind building 
frontage to minimise visual impact. 

The layout responds to its context through the careful consideration of building 
orientation and the arrangement of different building typologies in order to deliver 
a diverse, high quality and well connected development that is responsive, 
attractive and sensitive to its setting. London Road is partly fronted by housing 
and partly fronted by retail and offices, which as well as providing good definition 
and high levels of surveillance and security, also maximises the accessibility of 
the proposed retail facilities for existing as well as new residents. 

A higher proportion of detached houses along the northern boundary provides 
a looser, broken frontage to create a green countryside edge, with retained 
hedgerow and trees being supplemented with new tree planting. Apartments 
provide a visual and acoustic barrier to the railway and locate higher density 
development away from London Road.

Type Number

1 bed flat 5

2 bed flat 22

3 bed house

4 bed house

12

33



Key Facts

500 sq m of retail 600 sq m of office space

Creation of up to 20 jobs on site Provides Woolmer Green with much needed shops

Through providing retail units and offices we anticipate creating up to  
20 new jobs. This will see employment levels on site increase by 400%. 
We are currently looking for suitable occupiers for the retail and office space. 

If you are, or know, a local business that is looking to relocate closer to 
home, please let us know. 

Economic benefits

About our Proposals
www.taylorwimpey.co.uk/entechhouse

Bringing forward this site as a mixed use  
development is a sensible solution to meeting  
housing need in Woolmer Green.

Commercial elevation



Site considerations
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Open space and 
landscaping

A key part of our landscaping 
strategy is to provide clear 
boundaries between the new 
development and the existing. 

We will be planting replacement trees along the 
southern boundary between the new homes and 
our closest neighbours on Wickfield Close. We are 
also looking to create a clear boundary between 
the properties on the northern boundary and the 
open field. 

Retained trees inform the layout, generating a 
series of squares, pocket parks and a green 
frontage which give the development a unique 
character, add variety and aid legibility. Public 
open space will be provided throughout the site 
and there will be two equipped play areas. 

We have carried out a tree assessment on site and 
held a number of conversations with the tree officer at 
Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council. We are looking to 
retain appropriate groups of trees across the site and 
have developed our proposals to accommodate this 
aspiration. There are also a number of individual trees 
that have significance, including the oak tree to the 
south east of the site which we will be retaining.



Vehicle access to the site will be provided in two 
locations. One will serve the residential element of 
the scheme and be in broadly the same position as 
the existing access. A second entrance point will be 
located in the south-eastern corner of the site and 
serve the retail and offices. 

The use of shared surface streets 
promotes safe, easy, direct and 
attractive pedestrian movements 
throughout the development  
and beyond serving to link the  
new community with Woolmer 
Green Village. 

Parking provision
Car and cycle parking will be provided in 
accordance with Welwyn Hatfield Borough 
Council’s parking standards, which is at a 
minimum of 1.5 and up to a maximum of  
3 per dwelling. 

In addition, we are providing 25 parking spaces 
for the shops and offices. This parking will be 
shielded from London Road by new planting  
and hedgerows.

Transport  
and access
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Location



What we would 
like from you, 
and what you can 
expect from us

Once you have had the opportunity to look at our  
scheme proposals, please do talk to us and ask any 
questions you may have, and feel free to fill in one of  
the feedback forms provided.

Your views are important to help us develop our scheme 
and are very much appreciated. We will review all  
comments received as we finalise our proposals before 
submitting a formal planning application in the near future.

Public square formed around retained trees

Next steps
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Please leave completed feedback forms with a member of 
the project team today, or post to the following address:

FREEPOST ref: RTRB-LUUK-AGBY, 
Entech House c/o PPS Group,  
Sky Light City Tower, 50 Basinghall Street, 
London, EC2V 5DE
Alternatively, you can contact us on

0800 019 2054

All feedback should be returned  
by Friday 17 March 2017.

Thank you for attending today, your views make a real difference

Taylor Wimpey North 
Thames has a successful 
track record of building high-
quality new homes across 
Hertfordshire. 

North Thames developments:

•  Bearroc Park

•  Halstead Grange

•  Knights Walk

•  Mayberry Place

•  Millbrook Park

•  Saxon Fields

•  St George’s Square

•  Oakbrook

Coming soon developments:

•  High Elms

•  Hertford Gate

•  Oakleigh Grove

What is Taylor Wimpey North Thames 
already doing in your area?

London Road frontage


